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Feds could boost Colorado transit projects

Proposed budget eyes Fort Collins T-REX, FasTracks

By Kevin Flynn
Wednesday, February 6, 2008

President Bush's proposed 2009 budget includes gramey for three Colorado transit projects - oineaaly
running and two still under design.

The funding through the Federal Transit Administratif approved by Congress, would include:
* Partial funding for the West Corridor light-rgfoject in RTD's FasTracks program.
* An initial payment of a multiyear grant to Forollins for a bus rapid-transit project.

* The final payment of a nine- year grant to RTBtutheast Corridor light rail, part of the T- REXject
that opened 15 months ago.

This year, the West Corridor being built by RTDveen downtown Denver and Golden through Lakewood
will be the first of FasTracks' 10 transit corriddo reach construction.

The Bush budget allocates $60 million for the projeext year out of a total multiyear grant expddtebe
$290.6 million. That total is $5 million more thtre amount the FTA set up two years ago, when ribjeqt
was first accepted into FTA's "New Starts" grarugoam.

In part, that's a reflection of rising costs. Tagl project cost, including local funds, went fr&%11.8
million when voters approved it in 2004 to an estied $634 million in RTD's current FasTracks budget
Even so, FTA said the total project costs are $86llion, counting financing costs.

FasTracks, which includes seven new transit carsidad extensions to three existing ones, escdiated
$4.7 billion in 2004 to $6.1 billion today.

The Fort Collins project on the Mason Corridorhie state's first true bus rapid-transit projedystem in
which buses run high-frequency schedules on destigadthways.

The Bush budget allocates $11.2 million next yeahe project, which Fort Collins calls MAX for Mats
EXxpress.

That would be the first part of a multiyear grastatling $59.4 million. The Bush budget also ina@sdhe
final $1 million for the T-REX project. The totatant amount over nine years was $525 million.
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